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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 3 are subject to examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
McDowell et al. (hereinafter McDowell)(US 6, 438, 583 B1). 

Referring to claim 1, 

The reference teaches a method of routing electronic mail messages to a user 
with a server (Fig. 2B which is "Referring to FIG. 2B, the direct e-mail re-route path of 
the e-mail alias embodiment shown in FIG. 2 is illustrated, col. 8, line 14-15), the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving at a mail server an electronic mail message having a destination 
address; (Col. 8, line 17-19, "Thereafter, a sender's computer 32 sends an e-mail 
message to the recipient addressed to the old ISP 34. ") 
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(2) receiving from a user at the mail server an identification of a main electronic 
mail address and at least one alias electronic mail address; (col. 7, line 50-62, 
"Referring to FIG. 2, the e-mail alias embodiment of the re-route request handler is 
illustrated. Again, a user registers with the re-route server of the present 
invention . The re-route server then sends a re-route request to the old ISP. This 
alternative embodiment re-route request handler functions in a similar fashion as 
described in FIG. 1 (above), except that when a decrypted request 18 is determined to 
either require authentication 20, thus resulting in an authenticated user 22 and the 
determination that the authentication was successful 26, or alternatively, 
authentication is not required, an alias table is created in the old ISP wherein the 
recipient's former Internet address is mapped to a new address in the table ") 

(3) comparing the destination address to the main and at least one alias 
electronic mail addresses; and (4) transmitting the electronic mail message to an 
address determined as a result of the comparing step. (col. 8, line 19-22,"Old ISP 34 
reviews its alias table to determine the new e-mail address of the recipient and re- 
addresses the mail directly to the new ISP 38, which in turn sends it on to the recipient 
40 via the Internet 42.") 

Referring to claim 2, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein step (4) comprises: transmitting 
the electronic mail message to the destination address when the destination address is 
indicated as a main address; and transmitting the electronic mail message to a main 
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address when the destination address is indicated as an alias address corresponding to 
the main address, (col. 8, line 16-22) 
Referring to claim 3, 

The reference teaches a method of providing an electronic mail service to users, the 
method comprising the steps of: (1) registering a main electronic mail address for a 
user; (2) providing at least one alias electronic mail address to the user; and (3) 
delivering electronic messages addressed to the main address and electronic mail 
messages addressed to the at least one alias address to a single electronic mail inbox. 
(col. 7, line 50-62) 
Referring to claim 4, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of: (4) allowing 
the user to manage the at least one alias electronic mail address, (col. 7, line 50-62) 
Referring to claim 5, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the allowing steps comprises 
allowing the user to delete alias electronic mail addresses, (col. 13, line 42-50) 
Referring to claim 6, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the allowing steps comprises 
allowing the user to add alias electronic mail addresses, (col. 7, line 50-62) 
Referring to claim 7, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of providing a 
record of electronic messages sent by and received by the at least one alias electronic 
mail address, (col. 8, line 19-22) 
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Referring to claim 8, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 7, further including the step of displaying 
electronic messages received by the at least one alias electronic mail address, (col. 8, 
line 19-22) 

Referring to claim 9, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of providing the 
main electronic mail address to the user. (col. 8 f line 19-22) 
Referring to claim 10, 

The reference teaches an electronic mail server configured to perform the steps of: (1) 
receiving an electronic mail message having a destination address; (2) comparing the 
destination address to addresses included in a database of main and alias electronic 
mail addresses; and (3) transmitting the electronic mail message to an address 
determined as a result of the comparing step. col. 8, line 14-22) 
Referring to claim 11, 

The reference teaches the mail server of claim 10, wherein step (3) comprises: 
transmitting the electronic mail message to the destination address when the 
destination address is indicated as a main address in the database; and transmitting the 
electronic mail message to a main address when the destination address is indicated as 
an alias address corresponding to the main address in the database.(col. 8, line 16-22) 
Referring to claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a claim to a computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of: comparing a destination address of an 
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electronic mail message to addresses included in a database of main and alias 
electronic mail addresses; and readdressing the electronic mail message to a main 
address when the destination address is indicated as an alias address corresponding to 
the main address, (col. 8, line 16-22). 
Referring to claim 13, 

The reference teaches an electronic mail system comprising: an electronic mail server 
configured to perform the steps of: (1) receiving an electronic mail message having a 
destination address; (2) comparing the destination address to addresses included in a 
database of main and alias electronic mail addresses; and (3) transmitting the electronic 
mail message to an address determined as a result of the comparing step; and a 
computer coupled to the electronic mail server and including computer executable 
instructions that allow a user to send electronic mail messages from more than one 
electronic mail address with a single user interface^ col. 7, line 50-62, col. 8, line 14-22, 
Fig. 2B) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2655. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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